
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dear Parishioners,   
 
As we prepare to celebrate the Closing Masses of five of our church buildings, let us remember to be 
compassionate, kind, understanding and loving with one another. During these times of change and transition, 
we often experience great heartache and it is important that we turn to God and one another in our parish 
community.  
 
Our Closing Masses will provide a time and space for all of us to come together, celebrate our past, share 
memories and move forward with renewed hope. It is always painful to say goodbye or to let go of something 
or someone we love, but all of the memories shared at St. Alphonsus, Holy Family, Holy Martyrs, St. Ladislaus, 
and Our Lady of Perpetual Help will continue to live on in all of us.  
 
As we gather together for the closing Masses, all parishioners are invited to spend some time before Mass in 
prayer and reflection, to take pictures and seek comfort in one another. Each church, on the respective day of 
the closing Mass,  will be open at 3:00pm with the Mass beginning promptly at 7:00pm: It is important to note 
that part of the closing ritual includes a closing procession in which we will all depart together, with the clergy 
and the Blessed Sacrament. Therefore, I urge those who want to have time in church to contemplate, to 
remember, to sit in stillness, or to take a few photos, to do so before the Mass begins.   
 

St. Alphonsus, September 26 at 7 PM 

Holy Family, September 27 at 7 PM 

Holy Martyrs, September 28 at 7 PM 

St. Ladislaus, September 29 at 7 PM 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, September 30 at 7 PM 

 
 
Please consider attending as many of these Closing Masses as you are able. My hope is that we can all come 
together as a community of faith to honor our past heritage while strengthening and building up our parish for 
future generations. Additional information on the sacred items in our closing churches is included on the back 
of this insert for your review. 
 
I humbly ask for your continued prayers, support and understanding as we move forward with our planning 
efforts trusting as we always do in the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
 
God Bless, 
 
Fr. John Lendvai 
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PATRIMONY OF OUR PARISH 

 
What Will Happen to the Sacred Items in our Church Buildings that are Closing? 

 
What is Patrimony?  
The Church's Patrimony are those items and artifacts that have been brought into existence through the gifts 
and sacrifices of the faithful for the devotional life of the people, the celebration of the Sacraments, and for 
the greater glory of God.   These items include, but are not limited to, stained glass windows, altars, pulpits, 
vestments, chalices, statuary, icons, Stations of the Cross, etc.  Given the sacred nature of these temporal 
goods, the Church has a vested interest, governed by Canon Law, in the respectful handling, preservation, and 
protection of these objects. 
 
What is the Office of the Patrimony? 
The role of the Diocesan Office of the Patrimony is to inventory, catalog, photograph, properly document, and 
store patrimonial items that are transported to the Diocesan warehouse. The office assists Pastors and 
administrators of the Diocese in the transfer of liturgical patrimony from one juridic person (one with a 
Canonical relationship with the Church) to another, offers consultation in regards to creatively utilizing the 
patrimony of the parishes in the event of a merger, and aids in the development of a faith community's 
historical appreciation and awareness.  It is important to understand that these objects, belonging to God, and 
in the custody of the Church, bear a great weight upon the faithful, whose relationship to God has been 
fostered through and by these works of human hands. Furthermore, all items donated to any individual 
churches become the property of the parish; therefore, no sacred items may be returned to the donor.   
 
What is Happening with Sacred Items at Guardian Angels Parish? 
According to the norms of Canon Law and the Office of the Patrimony as explained above, Fr. Lendvai and staff 
members will begin the work of cataloguing the sacred items within the closing church buildings of the parish. 
As mentioned before, this is a mighty task that is going to take several months. The team is following a process 
outlined by the Office of the Patrimony, in accordance with Canon Law, to determine the disposition and/or 
relocation of all sacred items.  Fr. Lendvai and the team are in the process of determining the following: 
 
1. Sacred items that will be placed in our two worship sites  

2. Sacred items to be placed in Diocesan storage 

3. Sacred items that will be donated to other Catholic entities 

4. Sacred items that must be properly disposed of according to Canon Law  

Sacred items cannot be sold.  If a parish or Catholic institution is interested in procuring any sacred item(s) of 
Guardian Angels Parish, they will work with the Office of Patrimony.  If donations are offered, they are 
distributed to the parish.  
 
To maintain the dignity of each sacred item and make sure that nothing is overlooked, the sacred items will be 
catalogued one building at a time. Regular updates will be provided as the process progresses.   
 
Finally, please note that given the sheer number of sacred items from the former church buildings, it is 
impossible for us to relocate all items to our two worship sites.  However, please know that there will be 
sacred items from each of the five closing church buildings that will be relocated to our two remaining worship 
sites. In this way, we will preserve and promote both the history and devotion from all of our former churches.   
 


